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(57) The key plate image (141), a guide lines (142) 
and (143) for specifying the position and the depth of 
cutting a key groove is fomned, and the shape of a key 
groove (144) are displayed on a Web screen. Then, in* 
structions about the shape of a key groove and the area 



where the key groove is formed are received In order so 
as to create an image of the key to be registered. The 
information of the key is related to the information for 
identifying the user and stored. Thus, the registration 
procedure necessary to make a key can be performed 
easily. 
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Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001 1 The present invention relates to a techniquef or 
supporting a registration procedure of Information nee* 
essary to make a k^. 

BACKGROUND OF ART 

[0002] Many kinds of keys are used in the modem so- 
ciety such as for houses, rooms, safes, cases, cars, ma- 
chines, and the like whether we like It or not. Therefore, 
when a key is lost, inconvenience can occur inevitably 
such that we cannot enter a room, open a safe, get in a 
car, and operate a machine. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 

[0003] in this respect, as the conventional counter- 
measure, arrival of a person who has a duplicate key is 
waited for or a service company about a key is called to 
have the key unlocked or destroyed depending on the 
situation. 

[0004] However, In case of waiting for a person having 
a duplicate key, generally it takes unexpected time and 
it maybe often imprecision. While, in case of calling a 
service company. It costs a great deal. Furthermore, in 
case of having a key destroyed, there is a problem of 
fixing a new key. 

[0005] To avoid the above problenris, it would be con- 
venient to previously register the information necessary 
to make a key somewhere In case of losing a key and, 
if necessary, and ask for manufacture of the duplcate 
key based on the information. However, a key has a 
complicated shape and it is very diff teult for general put>- 
lie to Identify a key. Therefore, it Is hard to convey prop- 
erly the Information necessary to make a key to a key 
manufacturer Further, it would be troublesome and in- 
convenient to cany a key and visit a key manufacturer 
in order to register the Information of the key. Therefore, 
it is expected to develop a system capable of registering 
the Information necessary to make a key easily by using 
a personal computer at home and the like. 
. [0006] An object of the present invention is to provide 
a technique for supporting the information registration 
procedure necessary to make a key, in order to perf omi 
the same at ease. 

[0007] in order to solve the above problem, a system 
for supporting the regtetration procedure of the infomria- 
tion necessary to make a key, according to the present 
invention, is characterized by comprising: means for 
storing image data for key Inf ormatbn input including an 
image indicating a shape of a key plate, an area display 
image indicating an area where a key groove concemed 
about the shape needs to be formed, and a key groove 
shape display image indicating a plurality of key groove 
shapes, in relation to key plate specification information 



for specifying the shape of the key plate; means for ac- 
cepting an input of the key plate specifteation infonna- 
tion for specifying a key plate; means for retrieving the 
image data for key information input about a key plate 

5 specified by the accepted the key plate specification in- 
formation; means for oulputing the image data for key 
Infonnation input found by the above retrieval; and 
means for accepting an input of information including a 
specified key groove shape indicated by the key groove 

10 shape display image and a specified area indicated kiy 
the area display image, as for the supplied image data 
for key infomiation input. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

15 

[0008] 

Rg. 1 Is a block diagram for explaining the outline 
of a system to which the present Invention Is ap- 
20 plied. 

Rg. 2 is a block diagram for explaining the hardware 
structure of a computer. 

Rg. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
functk>nal structure of a key information registration 
25 system. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of the 
functk)nal structure of a terminal computer. 
Rg. 5 is a flow chart for explaining the outline of reg- 
istration procedure of key Information. 
30 Rg. 6 is a view showing an example of key type 
specifk:ation page 100. 

Rg. 7 is a view showing an example of a page for 
accepting a method of specifying a key plate. 
Rg. 8 is a view showing an example of a page for 
35 entering a key plate maker and number. 

Rg. 9 is a view showing an example of a page of 
key plate list. 

Rg. 1 0 is a view showing an example of a page for 
specifying a key groove. 
40 Rg. 11 is a view showing an example of a page for 
specifying a key groove. 

Rg. 12 is a view showing an example of a page for 
key Information registration. 

45 BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[0009] An embodiment of the present invention will l>e 
described in details with reference to the drawings here- 
after. 

50 [0010] In the embodiment, a server computer woricing 
as a key information registmtion system to support reg- 
istration procedure of key information is connected to a 
terminal computer performing the registration proce- 
dure of the key information through a networic, for ex- 

55 anrtpie, the internet. A user enters the key infomiation 
necessary to make a key, according to an instruction of 
a Web page provided by the key information registration 
system, whbh is displayed on the terminal computer. 
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The key Information registration system registers this in- 
formation related with the user's identification informa- 
tion. 

[0011] In this way, the key infonnation registration 
system can perfonn the processing for supporting input 
of the information necessary to make a key and the 
processing for receh^ing the key Infonmation and regis- 
tering the information related with the user's identifba- 
tion InfonTiation. 

[0012] In general, a key can be identified by the type 
of the.key, theshape of the key plate, and the key groove 
pattern carved on the key plate. Therefore, the infonna- 
tion related to the above Is at least Included in the key 
information to be registered in the key information reg- 
istratton system. Of the above, tiie type of a key can be 
specified by the use of the k^, such as a key used for 
car, house, and the like. The shape of a key plate can 
be specified by the key plate maker and the combination 
of numbers carved on the key. Of course, it can be spec< 
ified also by comparison between the actual key plate 
and the key plate sample. 

[0013] The key groove means a cut for forming the 
outline of a key plate and a key is made by cutting a 
plurality of key groove portions from a predetemnined 
key plate. The shape of a key groove includes triangle, 
square, trapezoid, semicircie, and the like. These 
shapes are further associated with tiie carved position 
and depth. The key groove patterns are fonned by var- 
ious combinations of the respective key grooves. 
[001 4] Fig. 1 is a block diagram for explaining the out- 
line of the system to which the present invention is ap- 
plied. In this figure, a server computer 10 forms a key 
information registration system 1 1 . The server computer 
1 0 is connected to the Intemet 30 through a telephone 
line and the like. 

[0015] A plurality of terminal computers 21 are con- 
nected to the Intemet 30 through a telephone line and 
the like (only one terminal computer is shown In this fig- 
ure). A user can gain access to the Intemet 30, by using 
his or her usable terminal computer 21 . 
[001 6] The server computer 1 0 can be fonned, for ex- 
ample, by using a hardware system as shown in Fig. 2. 
In this figure, the server conrtputer 10 comprises a cen- 
tral processing unit (CPU) 51 , a main memory 52, an 
Image processor unit 53, a communication controller de- 
v'tce 54, an external storage devk^e 55, an input control- 
ler unit 56, and a system bus 57 for connecting these 
devtees. 

[001 7] The server computer 1 0 is connected to a key- 
board 58 and a mouse 59 through the input controller 
unit 56. Further, the server computer 1 0 is connected to 
a monitor 60 that is an Image output devk:e through the 
image processor unit 53. In addition, it Is connected to 
the Intemet through the communication controller de- 
vice 54. It is needless to say that the structure of the 
server computer 10 is not limited to this. 
[001 8] The CPU 51 Is a devk» for performing a main 
control in the server computer 1 0, provkied with a func- 



tion of reading and executing a program. The main 
memory 52 is provided witii a function of temporarily 
storing the data, program, and the like whteh the server 
computer 10 handles . The Image processor unit 53 

5 conducts calculation and the like for creating images. 
The communtoation controller device 54 is formed by, 
for example, modem, TA, and the like and it controls the 
data transmission and reception through a networic. The 
extemal storage device 55 is formed by, for example, a 

10 hard disk and the like, where basic software, application 
software, and the other various data are stored in a non- 
volatile way. The input controller unit 56 performs the 
data control when accepting an operator's Instruction. 
[0019] Rg. 3 is a block diagram showing an example 

15 of the functional structure of the key infonnation regis- 
tration system 11 . The key Infonnation registration sys- 
tem 11 comprises controlling means 12, transmission/ 
reception controlling means 13, user's infonmatk>n nrmn- 
aging means 14, key information managing means 15, 

20 and Web page controlling means 16. These functions 
are realized by the operation in cooperation with the 
above hardware systems. However, these functions 
may be dispersed Into a plurality of computers. 
[0020] The controlling means 12 is realized by the 

25 CPU 51 and the like executing an instruction stored in 
the main memory 52, and the like, and it serves a func- 
tion of controlling the respective means of the key infor- 
mation registration system 11. The transmisston/reple- 
tion controlling means 1 3 performs tiie transmlssion/re- 

30 ception control of data to/from the tenninal computer 21 
connected through the Intemet 30. The user's informa- 
tion managing means 1 4 registers the personal Infonna- 
tion of a user who has registered the key information 
together with the information of the registered key. The 

35 key information managing means 15 manages data of 
the shape of key plate and the like. The Web page con- 
tinuing means 1 6 contiDls the Web page to be displayed 
on the monitor 60 of the terminal coniputer 21 . 
[0021] Next, the tenninal computer 21 will be de- 

40 scribed. The terminal computer 21 may be formed by 
using the hardware systems as shown in Rg. 2, similarly 
to the server computer 10. Further, it may be provided 
with a printing machine such as a printer, an auxiliary 
storage such as a magnetic disk drive, and the like. It Is 

45 needless to say that it Is not restricted to this stmcture. 
[0022] Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an example 
of the functional structure of the tenninal computer 21 . 
The temninal computer 21 comprises controlling means 
22, image output means 23, input means 24. transmis- 

50 sion/reception controll ing means 25, and storing means 
26. Further, it may be provided with printing means, data 
output means, and the like. 

[0023] The controlling means 22 is fonned by a CPU 
and the like and it contiDls the respective means of the 
55 tenninal computer 21 , and the like. The image output 
means 23 perionns the processing of displaying an inr>- 
age on the monitor 60. The input means 24 is formed 
by a keyboard, a mouse, and the like and it accepts an 
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instruction from an operatorof the termlnai computer 21 . 
The transmissjon/reoeption oontroliing means 25 con- 
trols the transmission/reception of the data to/from the 
key infomiation regtstration system 11. The storing 
means 26 is fonned by a hard 6\sk and the lilce, and it 
stores t>asic software (OS), application software (brows- 
er) for expanding the data received from the key infor- 
mation registration system 11 into images and display- 
ing the Images, and the lilce. 

[0024] Next, an example of the registration process- 
ing of the key infomiation according to the embodiment 
will be described by using the drawings. 
[0025] Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing the outline of the 
registration processing of the key infomnation. 
[0026] Upon receipt of a request for displaying a page 
concemed to the key information registration from the 
tenrtinal computer 21 , the key Information registration 
system 11 displays a key type spectfcation page 100, 
as shown In Rg. 6, on the monitor 60 of the terminal 
system 21 and performs the specif k:atk)n processing of 
thetypeofak^(S102). 

[0027] Alt the Web pages descrit>ed below show only 
one example and the present invention Is not restricted 
to the structures of the Web pages shown as an exam- 
ple. 

[0028] The key type specification page 100 includes 
a message 101 to the effect that the system registers 
the key Information, a column 1 02 for displaying the type 
of the key a user registers, a message 1 03 to the effect 
that the system encourages a user to cick the send but- 
ton, and a "send" button 104 for sending the specified 
key type. As the types of the keys to be displayed, there 
are, for example, 'key (car), key (house), key (the oth- 
ers), and safe". At the left side of each item, a button 
group 1 05 for accepting a user's d k:k is arranged. A user 
can clbk a button corresponding to the type of a desired 
key with a mouse. When clkddng a button, a user can 
confirm that the corresponding type of a key has been 
specified, for example, since the display color of the 
same button is changed. Upon receipt of the dick of the 
"send" button 104, the key Information registration sys- 
tem 1 1 stores the specified type of a key. When the type 
of a key to be registered is only one, this processing can 
be omitted. 

[0029] Next, the key infomiation registration system 
11 performs the processing for specifying the shape of 
a key plate (SI 03). There are two methods of specifying 
the shape of a key ptate in the present emt>odiment 
Namely, one is a method of specifying a key plate from 
the maker of the key and the numt>er carved on the key 
plate, and the other Is a method of a user's selecting It 
by comparison between the actual key plate and a key 
plate image displayed on the monitor screen. A user can 
select either method. 

[0030] Receiving the click of the "send" button 1 04 on 
the key type specif k:ation page 1 00, the key Infomiation 
registration system 1 1 displays a page 1 1 0 for accepting 
a specifying method of a key plate, as shown in Rg. 7, 



on the monitor 60 of the tenrtinal computer 11 .This page 
110 indudes a comment 111 to induce input of a sped- 
tying method of a key plate, "Enter the key plate maker 
and the number carved on the key" 1 1 2 and "Select from 

5 the key plate lisr 1 1 3 as the alternatives, a "send" button 
1 14 for sending the selected method, and a "retum" but- 
ton 115 for displaying the key type specification page 
100 again. The key information registration system 11 
warts for a user's input of instruction. 

10 [0031] When accepting the instruction of 'Enter the 
key plate maker and the number carved on the key" 112, 
the key information registration system 11 displays an 
input page 120 of the key plate maker and the number, 
as shown in Fig. 8. This page 120 indudes a message 

15 121 so as to Induce input of the key plate maker, an input 
column 122, a message 123 to induce input of the 
numt>er carved on the key, an Input column 124, a 
"send" button 125, and a "retum" button 126. A user can 
enter the maker of the key to be registered and the 

20 number can/ed on the key on tills page 120. 

[0032] Since the shape of the k^ plate can be spec- 
ified from the key maker and the number carved on the 
key, the key information registration system 11 having 
received a user* s input extracts the corresponding 

25 shape of the key plate, by using the key information 
managing means 15. Here, the data of the key plate 
shape handled by the key information registration sys- 
tem 1 1 is recorded and related to the key maker and the 
number carved on the key and stored In the key infor- 

30 mation managing means 15. Therefore, the shape of the 
key plate can be specified based on the Infomiation 
about the key maker and the numt)er carved on the key 
which has been received from a user. 
[0033] On the other hand, when accepting the instruc- 
ts tion of "Select from the key plate lisr 1 1 3, the key Infor- 
mation registration system 11 displays a key plate list 
page 1 30, as shown in Rg. 9. On the key plate list page, 
the vnages of the key plate shapes registered in the key 
Information managing means 15 is displayed. 

^ [0034] A user can dick the corresponding image of 
the key plate shape, by comparison between the actual 
key to be registered and the key plate list displayed on 
tiie monitor 60 of the terminal computer 11 . 
[0035] Upon receipt of the user's dk:k operation, the 

^ key information input system 11 defines the specified 
key plate shape image as the key plate shape to be reg- 
istered. 

[0036] Attematively, on the key plate maker and 
number input page 120 shown in Rg. 8, in case of en- 

50 tering the key plate maker into the key plate maker input 
column 122 without entering anything Into tiie input col- 
umn 1 24 of the nuniber carved on the key plate only the 
key plate images of the corresponding key maker may 
be displayed on the k^ plate list page 130 to accept a 

55 user's Instruction. 

[0037] As mentioned above, the key information reg- 
istration system 11 can specify the key plate shape of 
ttie key a user wants to register. In the key infonmation 
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managing means of the key infomiation registratfon sys- 
tem 1 1 , the registered Icey piate shapes are encoded to 
be managed, and the Icey information registration sys- 
tem 1 1 holds the code of the spedfted Icey piate shape. 
[0038] Next, the key infomiation registration system 
11 performs the specifcation accepting processing 
(SI 04) of a key groove. 

[0039] The key information registration system 11 
having specified the key plate shape displays a page 
1 40 for specifying a key groove, as shown in Fig. 1 0, on 
the monitor 60 of the temnlnal computer 11 . 
[0040] The page 140 for specifying a key groove in- 
cludes a key piate image 1 41 , a guide line group 1 42 for 
specifying the position of cutting a key groove, a guide 
line group 143 for specifying the depth of a key groove, 
a button group 144 for specifying the shape of a key 
groove, a column 145 of describing how to use this 
page, and a "finish" button 146 for finishing the specifi- 
cation. 

[0041 ] The key plate shape of the key plate image 141 
is an Image of the key plate shape specified by the key 
plate shape spectffcation processing (SI 03). This is ot>- 
talned by extracting the key plate image con-esponding 
to the code of the specified key plate shape, from the 
key plate shape Images registered in the key information 
managing means 15. 

[0042] The guMe line group 1 42 for specifying the po- 
sition of cutting a key groove is formed by nine dotted 
lines in the example of this figure, where the numerals 
1 to 9 are respectively attached. The position of a key 
groove can be specified by defining the dhdded space 
by the adjacent guide lines as a unit 
[0043] The guide line group 143 for specifying the 
depth of a key groove is formed by a total of seven dotted 
lines Including three In the upper portion and four in the 
lower portion in the example of this figure, where the 
reference marks a to g are respectively attached. The 
depth of a key groove can be specified by defining the 
divided space by the adjacent guide lines as a unit l-low- 
ever, it is impossible to join a key groove on the upper 
portk)n and a key groove on the k>wer portion. 
[0044] Namely, the area where a key groove is cut can 
be specified l9y the positton and the depth, with the zone 
divided by the vertical and horizontal gukie lines fixed 
as the unit. 

[0045] As for the guide line groups 142 and 143, the 
guide lines for the number corresponding to the speci- 
fied key type and key plate are displayed at each pre- 
determined position. This information is stored in the key 
infomnation managing means 15 together with the key 
plate and the like, and the guide line groups 142 and 
143 are displayed conresponding to the displayed key 
plate image. 

[0046] A user can select the shape of a groove to be 
specified from the button group 144 for specifying the 
shape of a key groove. Then, a user can dick the area 
of cutting the key groove (the area surrounded by the 
guide lines) with a mouse. The area of cutting the key 



groove can be specified by the depth (combination of a 
to g) and the position (combination of 1 to 9) conrespond- 
ing to the place where a user dk^ks. Further, a user can 
specify a key groove extending over a plurality of areas, 
s for example, by dicking there while pressing the Ctrl key 
of thek^tK>ard. 

[0047] The Web page controlling means of the key in- 
fomiation registration system 11 accepts a user* s dick 
operation and sequentially displays the shape of a key 
10 after the corresponding area is cut away, as illustrated 
in Rg. 1 1 . Rg. 1 1 shows the case where the shape of a 
key groove is specified, a mouse pointer mp indicates 
the position 5-6 and the depth g-f , and a dick operation 
is accepted. As a result of this operation, the key infor- 
mation registration system 1 1 displays the key plate im- 
age 1 41 where a key groove Dis cut at the correspond- 
ing area. When it accepts a dick operation again in the 
same cut area, the key groove is reset and the key plate 
Image of the reset state Is displayed. 
[0048] Thus, a user can fonri the shape of a key to be 
registered vrhlle confirming it on the screen, through the 
repeated operation of specifying the shape of a key 
groove and dicking the area to be cut. By dicking the 
finish button 146, this processing can be finished. 
[0049] The specification of a key groove is not restrk:!- 
ed to the above method. For example, an image of a 
groove shape may be displayed and by dragging this 
image to the area where a user wants to cut a key 
groove, the shape and the position of a groove may be 
specified. Alternatively, keys of a keyboard may be re- 
lated to the key groove shape, position, depth, and the 
like, and key Infomnation may be specified by a key input 
from the k^t)oard 58 of the terminal computer 21 . 
[0050] Upon receipt of the "finish" button 146 on the 
page 140 for specifying a key groove, the key Informa- 
tion registration system 11 displays the key infonmation 
registration page 150 and perfonms the personal infor- 
mation registration processing (81 05). The personal in- 
formation registration processing (SI 05) may be per- 
formed prior to the accepting processing of the key In- 
fomiation (SI 02 to SI 04). 

[0051] The personal information registration page 
150 Indudes a message 151 to induce registration, a 
column 152 for displaying the type of a key to t>e regis- 
tered, an image 1 53 of a key to be registered, an ID Input 
column 154, a password input column 155, a "registra- 
tion" button 156 for accepting registration, and a "can- 
cer button 157 for accepting cancel. 
[0052] Upon receipt of a dick of the "registration" but- 
ton 156, the key Information registration system 11 re- 
lates the ID entered t>y a user and the password to the 
key infomiation and registers the above by using the us- 
er infomiation managing means 14. 
[0053] At this time, the key information can be encod- 
ed. For example, when trapezoid is brought into corre- 
spondence with "a", triangle is brought into correspond- 
ence with "p", rectangle is brought into correspondence 
with so on, the code corresponding to some key 
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groove may be represented by 'a12ab'. This means a 
key groove having the groove shape of trapezoid, the 
position of 1 -2, and the depth of a-b. By this forniat, alt 
the grooves belonging to a Icey can be represented. 
[0054] The iD and the password are used for specify- 
ing a user who registered the icey infonnation, in relation 
to the Icey Information. Thus, since it is not necessary 
for a user to register his or her own name, address, and 
the like, in registration of the key information, privacy 
can be protected and secnjrity can be ensured. 
[0055] A user who registered the key inf omnatton ac- 
cording to the key Information registration system 1 1 can 
visit a key manufacturer who can use the key informa- 
tion registered according to the key information regis- 
tration system 1 1 , if necessary, or make contact with the 
key manufacturer by telephone and the like, and infonn 
the 10 and password he or she registered on the page 
150. Then, the user infonmatlon managing means 14 of 
the key infonnation registration syst^ 1 1 can extract 
the key infomfiatk)n with the ID and password used as 
a keyword. The key manufecturercan make a key based 
on this infomnation. 

[0056] At this time, If the above-mentk>ned key infor- 
mation code and a cut instruction (X)rresponding to it are 
previously stored into the key plate cutter as a set, a key 
can be automatically manufactured by the Input of the 
key information code into the key plate cutter. 
[0057] In the at)ove embodiment, the description has 
been made in case of registration by use of the Web 
page in the terminal computer 21 connec^ted to a net- 
work. The present invention, however, is not restricted 
to this c»se but it can be also applied to an information 
processor connec:ted to no network. 
[0058] In this case, the same screen as the ak>ove- 
mentioned Web page is c^reated and controlled, and ap- 
plication software capable of accepting input from a user 
and a database capable of realizing the key information 
managing means 15 are Installed into the infomnation 
processor of the user. The user can enter the key infor- 
mation he or she wants to register there by using this 
system in the same procedure. Namely, the present in- 
vention can be realized by comprising at least display 
controlling means of Image information, managing 
means of key informatton, and receiving means of a us- 
er's instruction. 

[0059] In this case, registration proc^essing is per- 
formed by printing the input infonnation and sending the 
same, for example, by mail, facsimile, and the like, to a 
key infonnation reglstratk)n agency. 
[0060] The above applk^ation software and database 
can be created easily by using a general purpose pro- 
gram development tool. 

[0061] As mentioned above, according to the present 
invention, the registration procedure nec:essary to make 
a key can be perfomned easily. 



Claims 

1. A key infonnation registration support system for 
supporting a registration procedure of key infonrna- 

s tion necessary to make a key, comprising: 

means for storing Image data for key Infonna- 
tion input including an image indbating a shape 
of a key plate, an area display image Indicating 

10 an area where a key groove concerned about 

the shape needs to be formed, and a key 
groove shape display image indic^ating a plural- 
ity of key groove shapes, in relation to key plate 
spedfbation information for specifying the 

15 shape of a key plate; 

means for accepting an input of the key plate 
spedfk^ation infonnation for specifying a key 
plate, 

means for retrieving the image data for key in- 
20 formation input about the key plate specified by 

said accepted key plate specification Informa- 
tion; 

means for supplying the image data for key in- 
formation input found by said retrieval, and 

25 means for accepting an input of infonnation in- 

c:luding a specified key groove shape indicated 
by the key groove shape display image and a 
specified area Indicated by the area display im- 
age, as for the supplied Image data for key in- 

30 fonnation input. 

2. The key infonnation registration procedure support 
system, according to Claim 1 , wherein 

said area display image indbating the area 
35 where a key groove neecis to be formed is 

an image for displaying infonnatk>n indicating 
position of the key groove and infomiatton induct- 
ing depth of cut of the key groove. 

40 3. The key information registiBtionprocedure support 
system, according to Claim 1, wherein said key 
plate specification information for specifying a key 
plate Includes a key plate marker and number 
carved on a key. 

45 

4. The key infonnation registration procedure support 
system, according to Claim 1 , comprising: 

means for supplying a plurarity of image data 
50 indicating the shape of a key plate, and 

means for accepting an input of infonnation 
about the image data indicating a specified key 
plate shape, of the supplied several image da- 
ta, 

55 instead of the means for accepting an input of 

the key plate spedfkctton infonnation for spec^ 
ifyingakeyplate. 
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5. The key Information registration procedure support 
system, according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

means for accepting an Input of infomriation for 
specifying a user of the Icey information regis- 5 
tratlon procedure support system, and 
means for storing the accepted Information for 
specifying a user, in relation to the Information 
including the specified Icey groove shape indi- 
cated by the key groove shape display image io 
and the specified area lndk:ated by the area dis- 
play image. 

6. The key information registration procedure support 
system, according to Claim 5, wherein said inf ornia- is 
tlon for specifying a user doesnl Include information 

of a user's name and address. 

7. A key infonmation registration procedure support 
system for supporting a registration procedure 20 
through a network of key Information necessary to 
make a key, comprising: 

means for storing image data for key informa- 
tion input including an Image indk^ating a sh ape 25 
of a key plate, an area display image indk^ating 
an area where a key groove concerned about 
the shape needs to be formed, and a key 
groove shape display image indk^ating a plural- 
ity of key groove shapes, in relation to key plate so 
spedftcation infonnatton for specifying the 
shape of the key plate; 

means for accepting an input of the key plate 

specification information for specifying a key 
plate, from a temiinal computer connected 35 
through the network; 

means for retrieving the image data for key In- 
formatton Input about a key plate specified by 
the accepted key plate specifteatlon Informa- 
tion; ^ 
means for sending the image data for key infor- 
mation input found by the above retrieval, to the 
temninal computer connected through the net- 
work, and 

means for accepting an input of infonmation in- ^ 
duding a specified key groove shape indk»ted 
by the key groove shape display image and a 
specified area indicated by the area display Im- 
age, as for the supplied image data for key in- 
formation input, from the terminal computer so 
connected through the network. 



about the shape needs to be fomied, and a key 
groove shape display Image indicating a plural- 
ity of key groove shapes, in relation to key plate 
spedfcation infonmation for specifying the 
shape of the key plate; 

processing for accepting an input of the key 
plate specification infonmation for specifying a 
key plate; 

processing for retrieving the Image data for key 
infonmation Input about a key plate specified by 
the accepted key plate speciftoation infonma- 
tion; 

processing for supplying the image data for key 
information input found by the at>ove retrieval, 
and 

processing for accepting an input of infonnation 
including a specified key groove shape indicat- 
ed by the key groove shape display inriage and 
a specified area Indicated by the area display 
image, as for the supplied image data for key 
informatton input 

9. A key plate cutter for cutting a part of a key plate 
area to make a key, comprising: 

input means for accepting key infonmatton In- 
cluding a combination of a key groove shape 
and an area where the key groove is formed; 
relating means for relating the key inforniatton 
to an area to be cut, and 
means for cutting the area to be cut. 



8. A program for making a computer perform: 



processing for storing image data for key infer- ss 
mation input including an Image indicating a 
shape of a key plate, an area display image In- 
dicating an area virhere a key groove concerned 
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